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Keeping Standards up-to-date
Standards are living documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editions are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current Standard, which should include any amendments which
may have been published since the Standard was purchased.
Detailed information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visiting the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
in the on-line catalogue.
Alternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.
We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia International or Standards New Zealand at the address shown
on the back cover.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 00269.

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 fr

ee
 6

 p
ag

e 
sa

m
pl

e.
 A

cc
es

s 
th

e 
fu

ll 
ve

rs
io

n 
on

lin
e.

http://www.standards.com.au


AS/NZS 3666.2:2002

Australian/New Zealand Standard™

Air-handling and water systems of
buildings—Microbial control

Part 2:  Operation and maintenance

Originated as part of AS 3666—1989.
Previous edition AS/NZS 3666.2:1995.
Second edition 2002.

COPYRIGHT
© Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
All rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, without the written permission of the
publisher.
Jointly published by Standards Australia International Ltd, GPO Box 5420, Sydney, NSW 2001
and Standards New Zealand, Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6020
ISBN 0 7337 4453 2

T
hi

s 
is

 a
 fr

ee
 6

 p
ag

e 
sa

m
pl

e.
 A

cc
es

s 
th

e 
fu

ll 
ve

rs
io

n 
on

lin
e.



AS/NZS 3666.2:2002 2

PREFACE
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee ME-062, Ventilation and Airconditioning, to supersede AS/NZS 3666.2:1995.

This Standard forms Part 2 of a series of Standards for the microbial control of air-handling
and water systems, as follows:
AS/NZS
3666 Air-handling and water systems of buildings  — Microbial control
3666.1 Part 1: Design, installation and commissioning
3666.2 Part 2: Operation and maintenance
3666.3 Part 3: Performance-based maintenance of cooling water systems

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance. Notes to clauses in the Standard are informative only.
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S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L

1.1   SCOPE

This Standard specifies minimum requirements for the operation and maintenance of air-
handling and water systems of buildings for the purposes of microbial control. It does not
include requirements for refrigerated room airconditioners and non-ducted split systems.

NOTES: 
1 In the event of an outbreak of legionnaire’s disease, special action will be necessary. This will

be advised by the health authorities.
2 Further information on the control of microbial growth in air-handling and water systems of

buildings is given in HB 32.
3 Design, installation and commissioning requirements are given in AS/NZS 3666.1.
4 AS/NZS 3666.3 provides a performance-based alternative to the prescriptive cleaning

requirements of Clause 2.5 of this Standard.
5 Refer to regulatory authority for application of the criteria to buildings.

1.2   OBJECTIVE

The objective of this Standard is to assist users in the control of microorganisms in building
systems, particularly those associated with legionnaire’s disease, Pontiac fever,
hypersensitivity pneumonitis and humidifier fever.

1.3   APPLICATION

This Standard is intended for use by regulatory authorities, building services designers,
architects, equipment manufacturers and suppliers, installers, maintenance personnel,
managers, owners, and operating staff responsible for designing, installing, commissioning,
operating, and maintaining the air-handling and water systems of a building. It provides
minimum requirements.

The Standard shall be read in conjunction with any additional recommendations given by
suppliers of the equipment and with the requirements of any relevant specification or
applicable regulation.

NOTE: This Standard has been developed for commercial building services systems. The
technical content may be applied by the regulatory authority to other commercial or industrial
systems and to domestic systems incorporating a cooling water system.

1.4   REFERENCED DOCUMENTS

The following documents are referred to in this Standard:
AS
1470 Heath and safety at work—Principles and practices
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Click on the logos to search the database online.

SAI Global also carries a wide range of publications from a wide variety of Standards Publishers:

The remainder of this document 

is available for purchase online at 

www.saiglobal.com/shop
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