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Review of Australian Standards.To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new edit ions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edit ion, and any
amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Noti fication of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 84035.
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PREFACE
This edition of this standard was prepared by the Association’s Committee on Industrial Warning
Signs, under the direction of the Safety Standards Board, to supersede AS 1318—1972.

The standard is intended to provide rules for the use of certain colours for the marking of physical
hazards and for the identification of certain equipment in industry. Such colour coding should form
an integral part of the total safety information system of any occupational environment. Attention
is drawn to the fact that education and training are an essential part of any system for giving safety
information and that implementation of colour coding in accordance with this standard does not
replace the need for proper accident prevention measures.

The principal changes in this edition are as follows:

(a) Reference to AS K185, Colours for Specific Purposes, has been deleted and the colours have
been specified in terms of chromaticity coordinates and photometric properties. In addition,
colours listed in AS 2700 and BS 5252 and known to fall within the coordinates (colour boxes)
are listed.

(b) The colour for emergency exit signs is now green (i.e. safe condition) in lieu of red. This
change is in agreement with that introduced in AS 1319, Safety Signs for the Occupational
Environment, AS 2293, Emergency Evacuation Lighting in Buildings and in ISO 3864, Safety
Colours and Safety Signs.
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Click on the logos to search the database online.

SAI Global also carries a wide range of publications from a wide variety of Standards Publishers:

The remainder of this document 

is available for purchase online at 

www.saiglobal.com/shop
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